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MEMORANDUM FOR THW DIRECTOR OF CYNTRAL INTILLIGYNCE %CW ’

BUBTHOT: Letter from the Honorsadle J, Edzer FHoover, Directay,
Tederal Purssu of Invesbtigation, deted 27 Sepkember 19551

dan De mads.

Certaln genersl comments, bowever,

Tor more than a decads mn outward appserance of unanimiby has been
msintained by the Politburo snd it is, therefore, impoasidble to eveluate
the various rumors of polioy spiits within $his body. It is concelvable
shat 2 well-daveloped difference of oplmion could exist over a protracted
period, but regardless of vhether Stalin "aligned” himgelf with the minority
er majority, the split would slweys end at ths moment when Stalin made his
poeltion known.

e Politburo is composed of individwals hand-vpicked by Stalin for
both layslty and ability, who ows their advancement %o his favor alons and
continue in office only under his suffersnce. The best svatlable reports
on Pelitburo procedure indiesta thet, regardless of differences vhich may
develop from the discussion of sny problem, the matter is decided when
Stalin renders fins)l judgment. Stalin's word determines the yarty or
governmental line, and the ranks are clossd. Feuding oliguen have navey
been tolersaked by the Communist Party.

Mslenkov undoubtedly is the most important individual uamder 3tslin
on Communist Party metters sand perhaps on internal affairs In general;
Molotow, howaver, appecrs te outrank all others on Zoreign relicy. It
is believed that in event of Stalin‘'s death, Molotov womld Ve his titular
sucsessor, probadly ruling $hrough & triumvirate of Malenkov, Beriys snd
himself, and that there would be no immediate drastic changes iz peliey.
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Despite Maleukovis present stoture, 1t is uslikely that any change of
mind on hie part would iafluence Stalin to the sxtent suggestsd by this

25X9

EINGMAR DOUGLASE
Asgistant Director
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